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Noeg bn 4 Voeglon 96s 
THE DARDIC BRANCH OR SUB~BRAUCT ON INDO-EUROPEAN 


A score of Dardic (Pisacha) danguages are spoken in Afgheristan and 


acens West Faltistar ead India, Tae Dardie linguistic area excends so 


oF the Hindu Kush Mountains from Haristen (formerly Kaftiristan) in Afchantsten 
in She west, to the Chitral country end the Indus and Swat oniGand of extreme 
northern West Pakistan in the center, and to the Jammu and S arsa or 

(@) both sides of the U.N. Cease Fire Line between india and Palcistan in the cast. 


The conventional name for the region inhabitea by Daréic speakers (excluding 


A®ghaaistan) id Dardisten. Kashmiri is the only Dardic language with a literary 


The Dardic languages possess, in almost unaltered form, words which 
xa seldom foumd except syetid passions, These words are in common 
In each Dardic laagnage there is also a small element of 

haski spoken immediately to the northeast of Shina (but Burushesia. is 

er Tado\European nor Dravidian). 


The linguistic neighbors of the Dardie languages are Pashto (Iranian), 


vLensh languages (also Tranien) » the uniquely urrelated Burushasict 
Slop Several Sino-Tibstan languages, and a fow Indic languages: Pahari, 
Lakin cal Punjebt. The geographic position of these languages vis-bevic 


dhe Ac Langage is west arid southvest (Pashto), northwest (Ghallchan) , 


ae 


Sino-Tibetan), southeast (Pahari), and zoni 


Gee lwoten Yey 


stitietion of the Damice iz: 


branch of Indo-Europese 


x in the following chart: 


vido-Trenian 


oe ~ 
Irenian Gheleheh Derdic Indic 


f. third view on the classification of Dardic places these languzges 


a@iva wrench of the Indo-European family, beside Iranian and Indic, spr” f 
South Asie. This view is maintained, for exemple, by Muhamed Shuja fas 
ms, Origin of Shina Ianguage, Pekistani Linguistics (1962), Anwer S. 1173 
-7 €., 1963; pp. 55-60. 


Population figures for most of the Dardic languages are not available. 


‘hmiri may have several millions of speakers; Shina 100,000; and the rest 


‘more than tens of thousands for each lenguage. A reasonable total 


1 

Ad be less than a helf million (if Kashmiri were excluded). b 

The list of Derdic lengueges below, is divided inb 
wiven by all investigators: 


(OM ase (Kafir) 


tral Derdic (Khowar 


o the three major 


= Derdic (Dard). ey 


grorp or brench nemes eppear as center heeds beloy followed by e 


cussion of the lengusge-dialect problem for each. The boundary between 
mage and dialect is not alweys determined, but it is still possible 
ndicate cleerly the relative magnitude of diversity for each of the 
<@ groups. There ere a dozen lenguages in ihe Western Dardiec (Kafir) 


P, but a single lenguage constitutes the Ceniral Dardic (Khowar ) Group. 


Ere a half dozen lengueges in the Eastern 


© 


Dardic (Derd) group—nore or 
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less, depending on whether the languages counted after Phalure ace separate 
languages or dialects of Fhalurs,, 
WESTERN DARDIC 


(KARE ) 


pes 
The dozen languages of this group are spoken mainly in the Nuristan 


an north of the Kabul River eud in ed joining 


gurah 
West Pakistan. One of the Kafir languages, BE, is seperated from the 


(Kafiristan) region of Afghenist 


others, being loceted south of the Kabul River west of the Khyber Passe 
Tirehi is entirely surrounded by Pashto (Iranian) speakers. 

(1) Bashgali (Kati) is spoken on the Afghan-Palisten border north 
of the Bashgal River and west of the Kunar, A fairly divergent dialect of 
Bashgali is spoken by settlers from Kerdesh in Lower Chitre] and mom 
locally as Shekhari. kg E 
Other dialects of Bashgeli, beside Shekhani, are: 

Western Kati 
EoAimele 
Pergromtel. 


(2) Wai-ala (Wsi). 


(3) Wasi=yeri (Veron); languages (2) end (3) are spoken 4 


men cin AP: 


is ten 


to Bashgets (1), 


(4) Ashioma is sprken north of Pashai in Afghanistan. 


X (5) Kelesi- is spoken in a few viteces «J 


sh, Tisian 


e t uia Fs 4 in 2 ¢ 


| rom the others. Shumasht speakers live 60 miis 


ne 


ry 


Kunay River on the Chitral frontier. 


Legomeni, Deghani) is spoken in Afghanistan setree 


and the Kabul Ryver. More specifically, Fasnai is spoken from the IM- 


in the east acr various tributaries of the Kabul River to the Panjos- 


in the northwest. \ccording to Georg Morgenstierne (Indo-Irenian Fronti- 


@ Languages, Vol. 3, O, 1944) Pashai is split into a large number of mt 


incomprehensible diel¢cts, namely: 


Wega 

Derrai Nar 

Lawan. 

Morgenstierne leaves no doubt that '...in spite of all dialectal differences... 
(6) Pashai is decidedly one language, well defined through phcnetical, and 

especially through morphologigal and lexical peculiarities' (Report ona 

Linguistic Mission to North-Western India, Det Mellingske Bogtrykkeri, Oslo, 


iy 


932, ps 24) 


(8) Teker is spoken iw severel villages in Dir Kohietan. Diri, 
mentioned by Grierson, is a form of Bashkarik. 

(9) Tirabi is spoken in a few Afghenieten villages southeast of Jelelebad 
enc weet of the Khyber Pass. Tirehi, of all the Kafir lenguages, is most closely 
related to Kohistani. 

P (20) Prasun my possibly be a separate language; if not, it is e 


$ Givergent dialect of Pashgali (1). Prasun is spoken in Chitral in the 


SOR ES na ES 
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villages of Usut, Zumu and Saici, It is very closely related to Beshgaliy ‘bus 
w 


It is probable tnat Prasun is a remnant of a very ancient 


is move archaic. 
population (Morgenstierne » 1932). Prasun has more influence from Iranian then 
any other language in the Western Dardic (Kafir) group. CPER 

Other languages or dialects in this group are: 

(L) Gujuri, spoken in a few hamlets in the Shishi Valley and eliehecs 
in Chitrel; È 

(12) Waigeli end Zhonjigeli(with corresponding village names). 

CENTRAL DARDIC 

x (KHOWAR) 

The Khowar language (Chitrali, Chatveri, Arniya) is the sole member 
of this group. Of the eleven languages of Chitral, Khowar is the most importent. 
Due to recent dispersal of Khowar speakers, there are as yet no very 


Pronounced dialectal variations in the Khowar language. Grierson believes 


Khowar to be very closely related to an Irenien group of languages Imown as 
@ the Ghalchah languages which are spoken immediately northwest of the area 

assumiea by Khowar speakers. Morgenstierne views Khowér ag clearly Indic, 

Sespite its being Plonked by Iranian languages. There is a non-Indic as 


well as non-Iranian comporeni in Khowar3; it contains a considerable mmber 
—eeseaeeeeee 


al items of unimeyn etymology which are apparently neither Indic nor 


> but possibly Burushaski wh 


is alco neituer Indic nor Iranian. 


3 at least an Indo-2 


passe, While Eurusnest. is not. 


. #2 is number (13) in our 15 


TASTER DEAL 


Inte Huropeen Fascicle Ons 


ace sound in a wide area in eestern Peshawar in Pakistan and in Jew 


on both sides of the U.N. Cease Fire Linc. Kaspmiri, the se 
languege of this group, has been estimated to have as few as one ane © 
million speakers and as many es three or four million speakers 


(14) Shine, with perhaps as rany as 100,000 speakers, is sp 


Jamm end Kashmir’ from the Afghan end Pakistan borders to the Ue. Gace 
Fire Line. The main dialects listed below are those given by T. Grahame 
Bailey (Gramex of the Shina Languege, Royal Asiatic Society, London, 192'+}: 
Gilgiti 

Asteri 

Kohistani. 

From Grierson the Bailey list can be expanded to include: 

Chilesi, 

Gwezi 


Brokpa. 


@ œ the north, the Shina dialects are bordered by Burushaski; on the northeast 


end eest; by Balti and Ladakhi (Sino~Tibetan languages); and elsewhere, by 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| tee mie aanas, 
: 
| 


(15) Keshmird.is spoken in Jemu and Kashmir on both sides (but 
mostly south) of the U.N. Cease Fire Line ə South of the area occupied Ly 
the Shing (14). In the southwest Keshmiri is bordered by Lehnda; in the 
south, by Fenjebl speekers; end in the southeast by Feheri speakers. 
Virtually the only information ve heve concerning Kashmiri dialects comes 
from Grierson who lists three Kashniri dialects: 


Standerd Keshmiri 


ETERS ER OL TSS 


© 


ridi 


ASH 
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Kashtawari 
Transitional (to Punjabi). 


(16) Kobistant is spoken mainly in the Svat Kohisten of West Pakistan, 


The number of speakers, reported to be 7,000 by Suniti Kumar Chatterji 


(Indo-Aryan end Hindi, Firma K-L. Mukhopadhyay, Calcutta, 1960), seems to 


be too low. There ere three Kohistani dialects (possibly separate languages) 


Torvali “> 


Garwi 
Maiya (of Mayo District, Indus Kohistan). 


(17) Phalura (Palula) is spoken by 800 to 1,000 speakers in a few 
villages in side valleys on the eastern side of the lower Chitral Valley. 


This language has been aipeavarce since Griergon's Linguistic Survey of India, 


One of the interesting phonological features of the Dardic languages generally 


s deaspiration of voiced stops — a development that is presumably recent 


since it is stil. incomplete in some Daréic languages». Phalura is in this 


respect more archaic than the other Dardic languages, since it maintains 


a series of aspirated voiced stops, recently interpreted as clusters of stop 


plas /h/ by Georg Morgenstieme (Notes on Phalure, 


Videnskeps-Akademi i, 
Oslo, 1942). 


Three languages Closely related to Phelura are spoken in: 
(38) Sau (on the Kimar River in Afghanistan) ; 

(19) Ashret (in Dir Kohistan, Palcisten) ; 

{20) Darel (in the cia Valley on the east ai 
eon Chitral, Pakistan). 


‘orlure (LT), together with the umans? lames 


Js has been ealled Dangerii, Furche: iu 


Indo-Eurepean Fag 


shor thet (18), (19), and (20) aco nob seperate languages, coordinste we 


Paclura, but rather, with Palwa, divergent dialects of a single Denrarl: 
lenguegee 
DARDIC SOUND SYSTEMS 
Peshai (Leurowani dialect, after Morgenstierne, 1944) and Kohistani 
(Torwali dialect, after Gecrge A. Grierson, Torweli, an Account of a Derdic 


Language of the Swat Kohistan, Royal Asiatic Society Prize Publication Vol. 


ke?) 


London, 1929) have reletively simple consonent (especially stop) systems: 
— P t b E k- 


pt tes te B+ ke 


s É x h 
z E y 
m on 
uf 
r rp 
e 
wa yY 


` The above system is exactly that of Torwali (excluding sporadically occurting 
voiced sspiretted stops whick ere being repleced by wmaspirated ones). For 
Fashai edd Is 2fe 
The most elaborate consonent system of ell the Dardic lenguages is to 


ba found in Phelura (Morgenstierne, 1941): 


P t e E € è k 
pe ote et pe ge e kt 
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s s g x h 

% tA yY . 
m n n 

L 

pr Ta 

$ r 

kid y 
% 


considered to be clusters of stop +/h/ by Morgenstierne due to an intervening 
phonetic vowel quality. These clusters include / bh dh dh Zh gh/ r 


The consonant system of Gawar-bati is almost as diversified as that of 


Phalura, lacking only /z 2f but adding / L/ » described as a ‘pure unvoiced 
l' by Georg Morgenstierne (Notes on Gawar-bati, Videnskaps- Akademi i, Oslo, 
1950). Also, in Gawar-bati, voiced aspirated stops are rapidly being 


replaced by unaspirated ones. 


The Shina consonant system (after Bailey, ł9247 differs from Phalura and 


Gawar-bati only slightly; 


p t t e č k 

p' (a E g ra kt 

b d q g z g 

£ s s x h 
v z z 


N 


rr n 


eonsonent system (the diaiset of the educated peso. 


of Srinagar, as deseribed ty Ashok R. Kelkar and Prex pat 


Trisal, Kashmiri Word Phonology— AL $.1.13-22, i964) differs fron ot 


Terdie lengueges chiefly in thet it contains oly three fricetaves: 


id 
ee 
o 
eat 
aa 


b a 2g da 8 gœ 
s isp 
n on 
I 
r 
wo è ë E y 


/a/ is described as a high central unrounded semivowel. 

Like the consonant systems, the vowel systems of Derdic lenguages ere 
fairly homogeneous, rengig from the 2 (FB) over Wtype, /i eao u/, plus 
length (and in some ceses also infrequent neselizaiion) an Gewer-beti, Kohisteni 
end Phalure, toe 2 (FCB) ovet N type, /Le de ao u/, plus length in 
Keshmirie | a 


A diffeyent seven vovel system ocewrs in Bashkerik (Morgenstier 


1941); : 

ka u 
z e 5 o 
Le z A 


The exact vowel syzten of Shina has not becn clearly stated, Dut 


there is some evidence for phonemic tone in this language, as witness 


Qed Mood ey kod tre), chsh nn Gal ek 
é RERNE 


lw 


